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Community Networks and Local Access Monthly Newsletter - Number 10

By APCNews 28 September 2018

Welcome to the tenth monthly round-up of developments impacting your local access networks.

1. Get involved

The call for contributions to the 2018 work of the IGF Best Practice Forum (BPF) on Gender and Access is now

open. Please feel free to disseminate this call to any relevant contacts and networks.

This year, the BPF is exploring the impact of initiatives that support/develop alternative models of connectivity

that directly or indirectly respond to the needs of specific populations of women and gender variant individuals.

This work builds on their previous work which in 2015  looked at online abuse and gender-based violence, in

2016 aimed to identify the di�erent barriers that women face with internet access, and in 2017 focused on

gathering information about specific communities of women. A survey to invite inputs for 2018 from all

stakeholders can be accessed here. (https://goo.gl/forms/aPYQJTXqDFo48KuA2) The survey will remain open

until 30 September 2018. You can also send text/audio contributions to gender@intgovforum.org. Please do not

email video submissions; if you prefer to send in video testimonies, please upload them to your preferred video

service platform (e.g. YouTube) and email the URL. To learn more about the BPF's work and how to participate,

please click here (https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/bpf-gender-and-access-0).

The call for input for the fourth phase of the IGF Connecting and Enabling the Next Billion(s) project is now open.

Please feel free to disseminate this call to any relevant contacts and networks.

The objective for CENB IV is to collect concrete stories showcasing how connecting the next billion(s) helps

achieve broader Sustainable Development Goals such as Energy (SDG7), Decent Work (SDG8), Infrastructure

Development with particular linkage with internet access (SDG9) and Partnerships for the Goals (SDG17). The

activity builds on Phase I, (http://www.intgovforum.org/cms/documents/policy-options/654-igf-policy-options-

for-connecting-the-next-billion-compilation/file) Phase II (https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?

q=filedepot_download/3416/549), and Phase III 

(http://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/3416/1071)of the CENB which o�ered a set of

high-level recommendations for policy leaders. With the combination of four phases of the CENB project, policy
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makers will be able to use both policy recommendations and concrete findings (case studies) from the IGF

community. The call for inputs is open until 30 September 2018 and is available on the website here

(https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/cenb-%E2%80%93-phase-iv-0).

Please refer to the above link for further guidance on submissions. You can email your contributions to

cenb@intgovforum.org.

2. Calls for grants

Alert Youth Fund is an independent fund which provides seedfunding to small-scale projects organised globally

by and for young people. The fund is designed to support and encourage youth as driving forces of change and

contribute to a more equal division of knowledge, wealth, power and a better environment. Alert prioritises

proposals related to the following areas: Social and Political Participation, Environment and Sustainability,

Emancipation and Sexual Rights, Peace and Dialogue and Human Rights and Global Justice. There are two

funding streams: regular seedfunding applications (up to €1500) as well as fast track requests for smaller

projects (up to €250). Applicants must be between the ages of 18 and 32 to apply. Read more

(https://alertfonds.nl/en/).

USAID has relaunched its open innovation programme, Development Innovation Ventures (DIV), and is now

accepting grant applications for products, technologies, services, or applications that can scale breakthrough

solutions to critical global development challenges to improve millions of lives. Read more

(https://www.usaid.gov/div).

   2.1 Grantees from past calls

ISIF Asia has announced the winners of its grants and awards for 2018. This year, 10 organisations in the Asia-

Pacific region will receive USD 210,000 to support research and development of internet technologies for the

benefit of the region. Read more (https://isif.asia/congratulations-to-the-isif-asia-grants-and-awards-winners-for-

2018/).

The winners of the 2018 FIRE Africa Grants programme have been announced. The five selected projects, which

focus on “Women Empowerment in ICT” and “Community Networks”, were chosen from a pool of 106 applicants

in 17 countries. Read more (https://lists.afrinic.net/pipermail/announce/2018/001959.html). 

The Beyond the Net Funding Programme has selected 15 chapter projects to fund for its 2018 grant cycle. The

winning proposals aim to develop community networks in underserved areas, empower women through ICT, and

spread awareness of internet policies globally. Read more (https://www.internetsociety.org/blog/2018/09/from-

idea-to-action-beyond-the-net-selects-15-amazing-chapter-projects/).  

3. Events and conferences

3.1 Upcoming events

The Forum on Internet Freedom in Africa (FIFAfrica) will take place in Accra, Ghana on 26-28 September 2018.

There will be a session on community networks, internet exchange points (IXPs), universal access funds and

broadband strategies on Thursday 27 September. The panel is titled “What’s the Future of The

Unconnected?” Read more (https://cipesa.org/?wpfb_dl=276). 

The Indigenous Connectivity Summit will be held in Inuvik, Northwest Territories, Canada on 10-11 October 2018.

The event will focus on the sustainable development of community networks in North American Indigenous

communities. Read more. Read more (https://www.internetsociety.org/events/indigenous-connectivity-

summit/2018/). 

3.2 Resources from past events
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[En español] El taller de Redes Comunitarias en 5º Conferencia de Gestión de Espectro en América Latina se

celebró el 7 de septiembre. Para ver la información del taller, accede aquí

(http://blog.altermundi.net/article/taller-de-redes-comunitarias-en-5o-conferencia-de-/).  

[En español] Vídeos de la 5º Conferencia de Gestión de Espectro en América Latina publicados por Altermundi:  

Día 1: Accede aquí (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6J4U0p1xPjc).  

Día 2: Accede aquí (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cHW--fr7OU).   

Día 3: Accede aquí (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6eQp05My6WU).   

Día 4: Accede aquí (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAzcNoHmmHs).  

Día 5: Accede aquí. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=CmL3rkMHfOg&t=0s&list=PL_Dpv4cu0bApJXyFk0I1P6I28ucCsMZQW&index=6)   

[En español] La Jornada Abierta de la Cumbre Latinoamericana de Redes Comunitarias se celebró el 15 de

septiembre. Para ver la información de la jornada, accede aquí

(https://informativocordobes.wordpress.com/2018/09/14/jornada-abierta-de-la-cumbre-latinoamericana-de-

redes-comunitarias).

[En español]  La Cumbre Latinoamericana de Redes Comunitarias se celebró entre el 7 y el 17 de septiembre.

Para ver la información de la jornada, accede aquí (http://blog.altermundi.net/article/cumbre-latinoamericana-

de-redes-comunitarias).   

The Third Summit on Community Networks in Africa, organised by the Internet Society, APC and Zenzeleni

Networks, was held 2-7 September 2018 in the Eastern Cape, South Africa. The event brought together

participants from 13 countries to promote the creation and growth of community networks, increase

collaboration between community operators in the region, and provide an opportunity for engagement with

other stakeholders including content producers, regulators and policy makers. Day 1

(https://www.internetsociety.org/events/summit-community-networks-africa/2018/day-1-summary/) of the

conference focused on technical training while Day 2 (https://www.internetsociety.org/events/summit-

community-networks-africa/2018/day-2-summary/)centred on sustainability and governance. Read more here

(https://it-online.co.za/2018/09/04/community-networks-key-to-connecting-africa/) and here

(https://www.apc.org/en/node/34891/).

The second OpenCellular Workshop was hosted by iHub in Nairobi (https://opencellular.ihub.co.ke/), Kenya from

11-12 September 2018. The summit brought together technology and community leaders to share insights and

drive discussions around the internals of the OpenCellular technology, design, testing, security, grant programme

and many other topics.

APC and CRASA held a networking event 9 September 2018 in Durban with the theme “Changes in the

telecommunications landscape, changes in access priorities, changes in technologies and their implications for

achieving universal, a�ordable access to communication in Africa.” Read the keynote speech delivered by

Malcolm Johnson, ITU Deputy Secretary-General here (https://www.itu.int/en/osg/dsg/speeches/Pages/2018-09-

09.aspx) and find Alison Gillwald’s presentation on “Digital Inequality in South Africa” here

(https://researchictafrica.net/wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Gillwald-2018-ITU-UK-Embassy-Durban-

updated.pdf). Read more about the event and the other presentations given here

(https://www.apc.org/en/node/34926/).  

4. Community networks in news and blogs

Rhizomatica, winner of the Mozilla NSF-WINS Challenge Grand Prize. Read more

(https://www.apc.org/en/node/34925).
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Gender and community networks: Researching social and gender impact. Read more

(https://www.genderit.org/feminist-talk/column-gender-and-community-networks-researching-social-and-

gender-impact).

[En español] Red indigena de telecommunicaciones en México ofrecera internet y telefonía vía satélite. Leer más

(https://es.globalvoices.org/2018/08/31/red-indigena-de-telecomunicaciones-en-mexico-ofrecera-internet-y-

telefonia-via-satelite/). [In English] Indigenous telecommunications network in Mexico to provide telephone and

internet services via satellite. Read more (https://globalvoices.org/2018/09/14/indigenous-telecommunications-

network-in-mexico-to-provide-telephone-and-internet-services-via-satellite/). 

Community networks key to connecting Africa. Read more (https://it-online.co.za/2018/09/04/community-

networks-key-to-connecting-africa/). 

Community networks important for ensuring an internet for all. Read more

(http://www.sabcnews.com/sabcnews/community-networks-important-for-ensuring-an-internet-for-all/). 

Indigenous Access: “We Haven’t Reached Our Full Potential.” Read more.

(https://www.internetsociety.org/blog/2018/09/we-havent-reached-our-full-potential/)

Connecting the Ocean View community. Read more (https://www.news.uct.ac.za/article/-2018-09-04-connecting-

the-ocean-view-community).

Learning by Doing: Have You Heard of the Suusamyr Community Network in Kyrgyzstan? Read more

(https://www.internetsociety.org/blog/2018/09/learning-by-doing-have-you-heard-of-the-suusamyr-community-

network-in-kyrgyzstan/).

Third Summit on Community Networks in Africa a Success. Read more

(https://www.internetsociety.org/blog/2018/09/third-summit-on-community-networks-in-africa).  

Who can still doubt the capacity of community networks to provide universal access? Read more

(https://www.apc.org/en/node/34891). 

Changes in the telecoms landscape and their implications for universal, a�ordable access to communication in

Africa. Read more (https://www.apc.org/en/node/34926/).

5. Relevant articles on technologies related to local access networks

Free spectrum and freedom of expression in the 21st century. Read more (https://www.apc.org/en/node/34908).

6. News on policy and regulation

Community networks recognised as an emerging topic in UN resolution on WSIS follow-up. Read more

(https://www.apc.org/en/node/34881).

7. Reports and publications

7.1 Reports relevant to community networks and local access initiatives

UNESCO Internet Universality Indicators online consultation conducted with academic, civil society and

government stakeholders. Read the submission of netCommons, a Horizon2020 research project focused on

community networks, here (https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/ui_c2_en_sub075.pdf). 

The State of Broadband Report 2018: Broadband Catalyzing Sustainable Development
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The report outlines evolving technologies, evaluates progress toward the UN Broadband Commission targets,

discusses sustainable development and highlights recommendations for boosting broadband. There is no

mention of community networks. Read more (https://www.itu.int/dms_pub/itu-s/opb/pol/S-POL-BROADBAND.19-

2018-PDF-E.pdf).

7.2. Academic publications on community networks

de Graaf, A. (2017). "The dynamics of community innovations: A socio-technical analysis of the shaping of The

Things Network – an Internet of Things community network.” Read more

(https://essay.utwente.nl/73467/1/de%20Graaf_MA_BMS.pdf).

Gwaka, L. T., May, J. and Tucker, W. (2018). “Towards low-cost community networks in rural communities: the

impact of context using the case study of Beitbridge, Zimbabwe,” E J Info Sys Dev Countries, 1-11. Read more

(https://repository.up.ac.za/handle/2263/66542).

[En français] Huguet, François. (2017).  “Le déploiement des réseaux communautaires sans fil (MESH): De la

nécessité de former à la médiation infrastructurelle,” Netcom, 33-52. Lire la suite

(https://journals.openedition.org/netcom/2612). 

8. Previous editions

Previous editions of this newsletter are available here (https://www.apc.org/en/community-networks-and-local-

access-monthly-newsletter).

 

This newsletter is part of the project titled, “Local Access Networks: Can the unconnected connect themselves?” developed

by APC in partnership with Internet Society and Rhizomática, with support from Canada's International Development

Research Centre (IDRC).

Invite others to subscribe to this monthly newsletter here (https://crm.apc.org/content/local-access-subscription)!

One more thing! If you have comments about the newsletter or information relevant to the topic that you would like us to

include in the next edition, please share it with us at localaccess.newsletter@apc.org.

September 2018. Association for Progressive Communications (APC)
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